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between 1921 and 1935 were inconsiderable. The Abingdon figures
show a slight decrease, from 228 in 1921 to 220 in 193 5, while Wood-
stock shops increased from 56 to 67. This position is rather sur-
prising in view of the growing importance of Abingdon as a small
industrial centre, but the differences between the two places are
probably indicated by the quality rather than the quantity of their
shops.
Shopping facilities within Oxford City.
The shops in Oxford have been classified according to their loca-
tion in the seven wards of the city. The number of departments in
the old wards of the city declined slightly during the period 1921-3 5.
A decrease took pkce in the north, west, and south wards. The
number of departments in the east ward was the same (423) in both
years. The west ward departments decreased from 453 to 425, and
the south ward departments from 423 to 3 92. In both these wards the
new houses which have been built are within fairly easy reach of
the centre of the town and they have not, therefore, been an incentive
to the establishment of shops. The effect of the 'improvement' of
St. Aldate's is seen in the south ward figures, since it has involved
the demolition of shops which have not yet been replaced. The
decline in the number of north ward departments was inconsiderable,
from 416 to 405.
The position in the new wards is in marked contrast. The exten-
sion of the city boundaries in 1929 and the development of new
housing estates on the outskirts of the old city have naturally entailed
a growth in the number of shops in the Cowley and Iffley, Heading-
ton, and Summertown and Wolvercote wards. It must be remem-
bered that town planning schemes influence the number of shops
near the new housing estates, since under them certain areas are
scheduled as zones for shops. In Oxford, however, this factor has
not at present had any effect in limiting the number of shops, since
the zones allotted have been found adequate for all the shops for
which applications have been made. However, since shop sites are
often not provided at the same time as the houses are built, particu-
larly on the city council estates, the time which elapses before shops
appear may be a source of considerable inconvenience and irritation
to the inhabitants.
The Cowley and Iffley ward experienced the largest increase in the
number of departments, that is from 41 to 194. It was followed by
Headington with an increase from 107 to 184. In the Summertown
and Wolvercote ward there was a much smaller increase, from 109